
Warwick TOWN COUNCIL 

 
ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
 

 

6.30pm     Monday 1 February 2016  
 
 
PRESENT: 
Councillor Mrs L Bolton (Chairman) 
Councillors Mrs C Cross, T. Morris, Mrs M Grainger (Substitute) 
 
Co-Opted Members Mr Peter Atkinson (Cape Housing), Mr John Hinks, Mrs Sylvia Murray & 
Mr Steven Poynter (Percy Estate), Mr Clifford Wiggins (Railwayside)  
Mr John Owen (Horticultural Society) & Ms Sian Lewis (Allotments Administrator) 
 
303 Apologies 
Apologies for inability to attend were received on behalf of Councillor M Ashford, The 
Mayor Mrs M Littlejohn and Mr S Wilson (Canalside representative)  
 

 304 Declarations of Interest 
 Members did not notify the Assistant Town Clerk of any matters arising from the agenda on 
 which Members might have an interest of a personal or prejudicial nature. 
 
 305 Minutes 
 The Minutes of the meeting held on 14 September 2015 were confirmed and signed by the  
 Chairman. 
 
306 Introduction of new Officer Team 
Following discussion with the new Town Clerk, Mrs Jayne Topham, it had been decided to hand 
over the administrative working of the Allotment Committee to Assistant Town Clerk Ms Trudy 
Ashmore with continued support from Ms Sian Lewis already working with the Allotment 
Committee. 
At a previous Representatives meeting on 29 January 2016 ideas for the future administration 
had been exchanged and the results reported to the Committee for agreement. 
 
The new team would look to arrange quarterly visits by Chairman/Deputy Chairman, ATC and 
or Sian Lewis to each allotment site, and would give site representatives two weeks’ notice in 
order for them to inform the plot holders. 
 
Each Plot on all sites would have a file created with full details of Plot Holders and photographs 
taken as a reference going forward. 
 



The quarterly inspections would include checking plots to confirm cultivation was in progress. 
If not, then a single polite letter would be issued to encourage the plot holder to contact the 
team for an update of the situation. 
A representative of that site would also be contacted for their view. 
 
If there were no extenuating circumstances and the plot was then left uncultivated for a 
further 2 weeks, then the Licence would be revoked with two weeks’ notice and reassigned to 
the next name on the waiting list for that site. 
Any security keys for access to the site must be returned to the Office. 
 
Any new Plot holder would be given a Temporary Licence which would last for a six-month 
probationary period and be offered a starter plot or smaller plot for cultivation if available or 
deemed advisable by the representative. 
 
It was confirmed by all that it was necessary to create this firmer stance and all suggestions 
put forward were agreed. 
 
307 Tenancies and Lettings 
Railwayside 
It was reported that matters were nearly up to date other than the Community Rehabilitation 
Team Plot which had not been cultivated for some while. It was suggested that a gentle 
reminder be sent as it was considered that access may be difficult for those members of the 
Team to obtain access due to the weather conditions and ongoing effect on the site. 
The Committee was advised that there was an outstanding payment for the Allotment Licence 
to chase also. 
    
Cape Housing 
All Plot Holders were paid up with the exception of two, Plot 1A would be informed that as 
they had moved out of the area then they would be required to relinquish their Plot. 
It would then be offered to the next on the waiting list. 
Plot Holder for 13 would be contacted for an update. 
 
Canalside 
Nothing to report. 
 
Percy Estate 
 
71b 
It was reported that there was ongoing discussion with Plot holder 71b, Lucy Rapson whose 
father’s plot had been signed over to her. There were concerns expressed about the recent 
request to keep chickens on the plot. It was agreed to arrange a meeting with Representative 
Steve Poynter, who also kept Chickens to give advice but to also express the Committees 
concern about the welfare of the Chickens as it was not deemed to be an appropriate Plot to 
keep chickens. A raised bed would not address the flooding issue as well as the concern that 
the plot holder did not visit the site on a regular basis at present and the commitment to care 
for the Chickens on a twice daily basis was under scrutiny. 
 



Pylon Clearance 
Representatives and Plot holders were keen to help remove the remaining debris left next to 
the base of the Pylon on the Allotment Site. Assistant Town Clerk (ATC) was requested to 
contact Martyn Stacey from Warwick District Council who had provided previous assistance, 
with a view to consider how best to achieve this. 
  
Access 
It was reported that there was still a problem with Construction vehicles obstructing the access 
to and from the Allotment site. 
ATC to confirm access restrictions via the Planning regulations set out from the District Council 
and contact the developers. 
 
Plot 79 
Concern was raised that Plot 79 had not at this point paid their Subs but that there was further 
concern that the Plot had not been cultivated for some time. 
It was agreed that the present Plot Holder Jackie Darcy be contacted under the new 
agreements to communicate the new conditions and to ascertain the intention toward 
cultivation going forward.   
 
308 Maintenance 
 
Standpipe 
Mr P Atkinson reported the need for a replacement Standpipe for the Cape Housing Allotment 
Site as the present pipe was broken. 
It was agreed that he contact plot holder Mr J Turrell whose expertise could address the issue. 
 
Manure 
It was noted that Manure delivered to all sites was of great use and was disseminated quite 
quickly although some Plot holders would face more difficulty of access to the Manure than 
others. 
Although delivered from October over a few weeks, it was agreed that ATC establish a 
dedicated delivery site for the Manure on all sites and update at next meeting. 
 
Gate at Railwayside 
It was reported that the gate at Railwayside was working well and had significantly affected 
the occurrence of vandalism on Site. Thanks to be expressed to Simon Richardson at Warwick 
District Council for his assistance in this matter. 
 
Raised Beds 
It was reported that soil had been delivered on site at Railwayside with a view to holders 
creating raised beds. It was considered that the Plots tended by the community rehabilitation 
team from St Michaels Hospital would greatly benefit from this as they had declared an 
interest in this but it was noted that the Team had not been to site for some time. 
 
 
 
 



Allotments Competition 
ATC reported that the dates for the Allotment Competition were to be confirmed once the 
Warwick in Bloom date had been confirmed. This would be available by the next meeting. 
It was agreed that the creation of an award for the best Allotment Site be held until next year. 
 
  
Date of next meeting 10 march 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………. Date………………………………. 


