
Warwick TOWN COUNCIL 

 
ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
 

 

6.30pm     Thursday 10 March 2016  
 
 
PRESENT: 
Councillor M Ashford (Chairman) 
Councillors Mrs L Bolton J P Bromley Mrs C Cross, T. Morris,  
 
Co-Opted Members Mr Peter Atkinson (Cape Housing), Mr John Hinks, Mrs Sylvia Murray & 
Mr Steven Poynter (Percy Estate), Mr Clifford Wiggins (Railwayside)  
Mr John Owen (Horticultural Society)  
 
377 Apologies 
Apologies for inability to attend were received on behalf of The Mayor Councillor Mrs M 
Littlejohn and Mr S Wilson (Canalside representative) & Ms Sian Lewis (Allotments 
Administrator)  
 

 378 Declarations of Interest 
 Members did not notify the Assistant Town Clerk of any matters arising from the agenda on 
 which Members might have an interest of a personal or prejudicial nature. 
 
 379 Minutes 
 The Minutes of the meeting held on 1 February 2016 were confirmed and signed by the  
 Chairman. 
 
380 Update from Allotment Administration Team 
Members were advised that Allotment Administrator Sian Lewis had been taken ill and was 
not expected to return to work for some weeks. Any queries should be directed to Assistant 
Town Clerk Trudy Ashmore or to Vicky Bibby who would be helping out in Sian’s absence. 
Members expressed their best wishes to Sian for a speedy recovery. 
 
ATC reported that there had been a meeting on site at the Percy Estate Allotments with 
Warwick District Council Officer John Lander who would assess the Asbestos on site and advise 
as to removal. ATC also spoke with representatives and allotment holders with a view to 
ascertain the policies in place were being adhered to regarding Bonfires and to assess the site 
generally. It was confirmed that the Asbestos would be removed at a quote of some £1500 as 
well as the rental of a skip at £135 to remove excess waste from the site. 
There had been some discussion regarding the approach road to the site being in a very poor 
state and John Lander had agreed to liaise with ATC going forward. 



A report had been received from plot holders who had discovered their Shed had been razed 
to the ground having left the site on the Sunday and returned Monday morning. 
ATC reported that whilst there had been a Fire close by on a neighbouring plot she would be 
taking further advice from fire fighters as to possible cross cause and acknowledged that the 
Allotment Policies regarding Bonfires particularly, needed to be updated and circulated to all 
plot holders and Representatives. What was of particular concern was that the whole 
allotment site could have been damaged as the Bonfire had not been contained even if it had 
been monitored, it was also noted that fires should have soil thrown over it to douse and NOT 
water as set out in the Allotment Society Guidelines which were circulated to all. 
Members agreed that a designated burn site could be suggested around the Allotments and 
fires could be carried out in a contained and safe manner. ATC to report at the next meeting. 
 
381 Tenancies and Lettings 
Railwayside 
The New Tenant on Plot 19b had enquired as to the ownership of the sheds on the Plot as it 
was clear that although one was marked 19b, that there was no access to it and that the Plot 
holder of 19a was the occupier of the other shed which had been permanently built on 19bs 
plot? 
It was decided that the Plot holders would be contacted to determine the action going forward. 
ATC to report to Cliff Wiggins and to next meeting.  
    
Cape Housing 
It was requested that the tenant of Plot 19a be contacted as to the ongoing intent for the Plot. 
ATC to report to Rep P Atkinson and next meeting. 
 
Canalside 
Nothing to report. 
 
Percy Estate 
Sian had been in contact with Plot Holder of 71b after it became clear that her request to keep 
chickens was not a project that would be acceptable. 
In the meantime, Plot Holders of 71a had agreed to take on the whole plot and would place a 
bench on the plot and provide a small raised bed for Lucy Rapson for her to cultivate and visit 
to keep the connection with her father. Although it was reported that this may not have been 
completely understood, ATC would investigate if this had been accepted. 
 
Plot 79 
An update as to the future intentions of the Plot Holder was not available at time of meeting 
but ATC would investigate and report back to Reps and next meeting.  
 
382 Maintenance 
Pylon Clearance Percy Estate 
A skip had been organised for the site and thanks were extended to those who had worked 
the site to remove the majority of debris left in front of the Pylon. 
There had been a discussion about the future hire of a grabber to finish off the outstanding 
heavier debris, but at time of meeting half of the Allotment site was under water due to 
excessive rainfall and localised flooding. 



It was noted however that an enquiry be made as to the effect of the new houses/apartments 
would have to the flood plain/barrier. ATC to investigate. 
 
Standpipe 
Mr John Turrell had been approached to submit a quote regarding the options for the 
Allotment Water supply and standpipe. 
After discussion, Option 2 was agreed which would involve the installation of two MDPE 
double check valves below ground and the replacement of the leaking valves above ground. 
Final cost of £135.00 in total. 
ATC to contact Mr Turrell. 
 
  
383 Dates for 2016/2017 
Following an appraisal of last year’s cycle of meetings, it was suggested that the new Municipal 
Year contained four Allotment Committee meetings at appropriate seasonal changes with 
staggered meetings in between for the Representative meetings. 
ATC would advise members of the new dates as soon as they had been approved at Full 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………. Date………………………………. 


