
Warwick town council 
 

COMMUNITY AND CULTURE 
 

MINUTES 

6.30pm                         Thursday 4 February 2016 
 
 
PRESENT: 
Councillor Mrs C Cross (in the Chair) 
Councillors S Cross, Mrs D Da Cruz, R Eddy, R Edgington, G Guest,  
J Holland, Mrs M. Grainger(Substitute) and the Mayor (ex officio) 
Mrs B Allen and Mrs M Hooper 
 
309 Apologies 
Apologies for inability to attend were received on behalf of Councillor T Morris  
Ms N Curwood & Mrs L Holroyd 
 
Also in Attendance  
Ms Laura Smith – Community Ranger Green Space Team 
Mr Francis Godwin – Community Engagement 
 

 310 Declarations of Interest 
 Members did not notify the Town Clerk of any matters arising from the agenda on which  
 Members might have an interest of a personal or prejudicial nature. 
 
 311 Minutes 
 The Minutes of the meeting held on 5 November 2015 were confirmed and signed by the  
 Chairman. 
 
 312 Town Twinning  
Members received the report from the Chairman of the Twinning Association which indicated 
that a visit was made to Saumur the Weekend after the terrorist bombing and shootings in 
Paris. Saumur were delighted to welcome the members of the Warwick Twinning Association 
and were thanked for their attendance at such a difficult time and the Mayor of Saumur Jean- 
Michel Marchand expressed their thanks for the messages of solidarity received. 
It was also reported that Antony Butcher and Peter Knell from the Court Leet had attended 
the Beer festival with a sample of Warwick’s Slaughterhouse Brewery which was met with 
similar enthusiasm. 
There was an exchange of ideas for event exchange going forward with Classic cars and the 
Iconoclassic Mountain Bike display. 
Roger Smith and Maureen Hooper were intending to visit Formigine this year and an event 
would be held on 3 March with a wine tasting in Square 1. Details would be forwarded closer 
to the date.  



An update on the Euro Camp and Partnership meeting would be submitted at the next 
Community & Culture meeting. 
 
 

313 St Nicholas Park. Survey Report. 
Ms Laura Smith was welcomed to the meeting and gave a summary of the Survey taken in St 
Nicholas Park in October 2015. The majority of those surveyed were very happy with the park 
but all considered the Toilets to be in a poor condition. Parking was an issue and it was 
requested that data about users of the Car Park against Park usage be included into the next 
Survey. 
It was accepted that St Nicholas park was a very popular destination for families from around 
the country and that out of the three parks in the area surveyed, St Nicholas Park was 
considered the best.  
Whilst of no surprise to the Members that this should be the case it was expressed to Sarah 
that more attention could be paid to events and small summer projects within the park in line 
with activities held at Jephson Gardens in Leamington that would mean more visitors to 
Warwick. 
Laura indicated that this would be an annual survey and that the Survey would form part of 
ongoing propositions for the future of the park. 
 
It was also confirmed that the outstanding issue of the Wild Flower Meadow would be 
discussed at the next meeting of Warwick District Council’s Executive. 
 
 
314 Contact from Croatia 
It was reported that a delegation from the Municipality were to visit in early March and agreed 
to invite this delegation to an informal reception hosted by the Mayor with a view to a brief 
exchange and introduction to Warwick before their ongoing visit to Warwick Castle. All 
Councillors were invited to attend if available.  
   
 
315 Warwick in Bloom 
It was reported that the nine planters for St Johns were to be placed by the 24 February which 
due to Health & Safety would go directly onto site and contain sustainable planting. 
The date for the judging of Heart of England in Bloom had been confirmed as Monday 11 July 
2016 and the date for the Warwick in Bloom was expected to be confirmed by Judge Mr K 
Wigget soon. 
Councillor Mrs M Littlejohn confirmed that she had met with the new General Manager at 
Warwick Racecourse Mr. Andre Klein who had expressed that the Racecourse look for synergy 
with the Town for its floral content and a 5-year plan was to be established going forward. 
Warwick Castle confirmed its willingness to Sponsor again this year with a sum of £1,500. 
 
New Barrels were to be introduced to the area by the shops and Bus Stop on Shakespeare 
Avenue. 
  
 
 



  
 316 Fair Trade 
 It was reported that the application for Fairtrade Town Status has been turned down with   
 shortfalls in two of the goals not meeting the criteria.  
 Goal 3 Local Work Places and community organisations: it was felt, fell short of the required           
commitment but whilst acknowledging the amount of Fairtrade in place in Warwick           
workplaces, it was deemed not enough at this time and suggested more support be 
researched and established. 
   
Goal 4: Attract media coverage and popular support for the campaign: it was felt that more 
events needed to be held to promote Fair Trade outside of Fair Trade fortnight and 
more press coverage required. 
Whilst disappointed, it was hoped that the Steering Group would rally and look to address 
the shortfall and apply again in the near future. 
The Town Council would continue in its support but would review its commitment on an 
ongoing basis 

 Councillor R Edgington and Mrs D da Cruz would report at the next meeting. 
 

317 Community Support Grant Application 
An application for funding has been received by Warwick District Community First  
Responders, for £1899 in order to acquire more advanced diagnostic equipment for the 

  response car. The Committee requested the application. 
  Whilst general support was expressed it was felt that more information was required about match 
  funding and the application should be deferred to the next meeting.  

 
318 Community Grant Applications 
Warwick Community Band had applied for a Community Grant of £1000 which would go 
towards the Band attending the Giants and Masks Festival in our Twin Town of Saumur in late 
June. The Committee agreed to the Application. 
 

319 Community Engagement 
Fran Godwin the Community Engagement Officer for the Court House and ‘Unlocking Warwick’ 
volunteer group born from the HLF refurbishment, submitted his request for the Town Council 
to support him for 10 hours per week over a six month probationary period in order to identify 
and apply for further funding to run community projects in the Court House. 
It was acknowledged that application for funding of projects would require this level of 
dedication in order to find, apply, run and evaluate projects and acknowledged any application 
or project would seek to further fund the role. 
The committee fully supported the report and agreed the probationary period and funding of 
£10,500 and requested Fran attend future meeting to update on progress. 
 
320 Unadopted Roads and Pathways – Tink – a –Tank 
Members expressed their thanks to Warwickshire County Council for addressing this issue. 
 
321 Blue Plaques  
Members were informed that the wording for the Arthur Measures plaque had been agreed 
and it would be created and placed in the Spring with dates to be circulated. 



 
322 Clean for the Queen 
Members were advised that there was a cleanup for the Queen campaign run via keep Britain 
Tidy. Cllr Mrs M Littlejohn advised members that she had already registered via the 
organisations website which suggested various projects which could be taken up in any area 
across the Wards. Warwick District Council officer Bernadette Allen would also advise. 
 
323 St Georges Day 
It was confirmed that in light of the many events around the 400th Anniversary of the death of 
William Shakespeare, the Town Council would not look to celebrate St Georges Day 2016 with 
further events. 
It was suggested that the Council look to next year, to plan ahead and acknowledged the 
Sunday 23 April for 2017. It would also give time to formulate a dedicated sub Committee in 
order to work with Community leaders to participate in the plan and execution of a bigger 
celebration for the Community.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………….Date……………………………….. 


