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CONFESSIONS OF A COCKNEY TEMPLE DANCER 

A brilliant night of comedy and dance-theatre at The Court House, Warwick. 

 

Live & Local and the Rural Touring Dance Initiative bring Shane Shambhu's acclaimed 
'Confessions of a Cockney Temple Dancer' to The Court House, Warwick.  

This is a humorous, honest and compelling solo show about growing up within the cultural 
mix of the East End of London. Shambhu's part moving monologue/ part dynamic Indian 
dance-theatre is performed against compelling video projection, with a twist of stand-up 
comedy and playful audience interaction. 

This is an autobiographical show with Shambhu at the heart of it. He was named after the 
gunslinger in the classic 1953 Hollywood western, Shane by his cowboy-loving; on the other 
hand, his mum knew him as that 'really, really, really... fat kid'. So much so, she sent him to 
lose a few pounds (and learn a bit about his heritage in the process) with Bharatanatyam 
dance classes - a classical Indian dance form. From here follows a story of dance and self-
discovery in the vein of Billy Elliot.  

 

‘I fell in love with dancing… It was like I was connecting with myself and to something 
much larger than me at the same time…’ Shane Shambhu  

To read the full interview with Shane, visit the Live & Local Artist Spotlight blog. 

 

★★★★ ‘Brilliant! Hilarious! Heart-warming! Inspirational! Must see!’ The British Theatre 

Guide 

★★★★★ 'A tour de force, and something very unusual.' Asian Culture Vulture 

 

The performance will be followed by a ‘Cockney Curry House’ post-show event. The 
audience can sample South Indian cuisine and discover new recipes, with a side serving of 
stand-up comedy. It’ll be a humorous insight into how Indian food has become as popular as 
fish and chips. Please note that availability is limited, and the post-show event will work on a 
first come, first serve basis. 

Live & Local HQ has resided next-door to the Court House for 25 years; however, this is the 
first time the two have collaborated on a live event. We are very grateful to Warwick Town 
Council for their support in this event and for championing rural arts. 

This event was produced in association with the Rural Touring Dance Initiative (making the 
best dance happen in small spaces), supported by Arts Council England.  

 

ENDS 

Contact: Johanna Dorey at Live & Local on 01926 402 173 or email johanna@liveandlocal.org.uk   

https://livloc.wordpress.com/2018/10/30/artist-spotlight-shane-shambhu/
mailto:johanna@liveandlocal.org.uk


Details for the event: 

Date/ time: Thu 22 Nov 2018 7.45pm. Doors open at 7pm. 

Venue: The Court House, Jury Street, Warwick CV34 4EW 

Running time: 70 min (show) + interval + limited availability post-show event 

Ticket Prices: £11.00 Standard / £6.00 (Under 16)  

Available from: ticketsource.co.uk/livelocaltix  

Ages: 8+ 

• Find out more here.  

• To read more about Shane Shambhu, visit his website. 

• Video content can be found below:  

Trailer for Confessions of a Cockney Temple Dancer. 

Extract from Confessions of a Cockney Temple Dancer (1). 

Extract from Confessions of a Cockney Temple Dancer (2). 

 

 

Notes to Editors 

1. Live & Local should always be presented with an ampersand. The company is not known by any other variation of 
this spelling. 

2. Live & Local co-ordinates a rural and community touring scheme helping a network of over 290 village halls and 
community venues in Derbyshire, Staffordshire, Warwickshire, Worcestershire (Shindig), Leicestershire and 
Rutland (Centre Stage), Lincolnshire (Lincolnshire Rural Community Touring) and Nottinghamshire (Village 
Ventures) choose and promote professional entertainment: from music, theatre, storytelling and dance, to magic, 

puppet and children’s and family shows. 

3. It is one of 27 similar schemes across the UK who are represented by the National Rural Touring Forum, making it 

possible for local people to enjoy professional performances in a venue close to home.  

4. Live & Local shows are supported by County, District and Borough Councils, Arts Council England and local 
volunteer promoters. 

5.    Shane Shambhu is an actor, theatre-director, an award-winning choreographer and associate member of 
international touring theatre company, Complicité - 'the most influential and consistently interesting theatre 
company working in Britain' (The Times).  

6.    Bharatanatyam is a South-Indian classical dance form and is highly physical. It uses geometric shapes, rhythm and 
space to create dynamic movement phases; Bharatanatyam also incorporates a strong element of storytelling and 
this is mainly performed through mime, facial expression and poetry to share mythological stories. 

7.    The Rural Touring Dance Initiative is a partnership project led by The National Rural Touring Forum with The Place, 
China Plate and Take Art. The project is funded by Arts Council England through its Strategic Touring Fund. 

8.    The Court House, Warwick is a Grade 1 listed building which was built after the Great Fire of Warwick in 1695. It 
was refurbished with the aid of the Heritage Lottery Fund and Warwick Town Council and officially reopened in 
2014, which was also the year Warwick celebrated its 1100th anniversary. It is now a hub for community activity and 

events, as well as being the starting point for visitors to the ancient town. 
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https://mailchi.mp/liveandlocal/live-local-warwickshire-presents-shane-shambu-live-at-court-house-warwick-thu-22-nov-2018?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://www.shaneshambhu.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=7&v=GnhjAfeoSOQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9KRuV_HGwro
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