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INCIDENT OVERVIEW

Incidents recorded for the Warwick Central Safer Neighbourhood Team for February 2020:

INCIDENT TYPE: FEBRUARY 2020 | FEBRUARY 2019 | JANUARY 2020
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 49 42 53
RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY (INC 11 9 12

GARAGES/SHEDS/OUTBUILDINGS)

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL BURGLARY 6 3 5
CRIMINAL DAMAGE 18 16 13
THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLE (TFMV) 16 9 22
THEFT OF MOTOR VEHICLE 4 8 1
VIOLENCE 25 34 30

* FIGURES CORRECT AS OF SUNDAY 15" MARCH 2020

CRIME OVERVIEW

This section looks at the crimes of public interest that have occurred on the Warwick Central

Safer Neighbourhood Team

policing area, crimes such as burglary, theft, auto crime and

criminal damage: Below is a very brief overview of the types of incidents that have been
reported to us.

THEFTS: 20 incidents of Shoplifting reported in February. As in
previous months, alcohol and joints of meat still proving very

popular.

Bicycles still vulnerable to being taken if not correctly secured.
Even if you are only going to be a few minutes, make sure you
lock and secure it to something sturdy. Click here for more
information about having your bike marked and registered.

AUTOCRIME: Thefts from Motor Vehicles remains our biggest
area of crime. Recently we have seen an increase in thefts of
catalytic convertors, mainly from Japanese cars such as Honda
and Toyota, so click here for information about protecting yours.
Spare wheels from the back of Land and Range Rovers also
much sought after over recent months.

Still no let-up in people trying car doors during the night, so
remove your valuables, and make 100% sure you lock your car.
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https://www.warwickshire.police.uk/police-forces/warwickshire-police/areas/warwickshire-police/campaigns/campaigns/2020/catalytic-converter-theft-protection-advice/
https://www.bikeregister.com/
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ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR: Egg
throwing is one of the biggest areas of
reported ASB in February. Thankfully a
number of youths have been identified
and dealt with by various means at our
disposal.

BURGLARIES: Garages and garden sheds still
proving vulnerable to attacks from offenders looking
for power tools.

Make sure side gates and entrances are always
locked and secure. Make it as difficult as possible for
anyone to gain access to your back garden.

Before leaving your house unattended, check doors
and windows are secured. Leave a light on, or the
radio to give the impression somebody is at home.
People won’'t break into a house if they think
someone is at home, so always try and give your
home that lived in look.

There are some security tips further down in this
newsletter.

The Ten Pin bowling alley on Tachbrook
Park Drive has also had a fair share of
iIssues with youths congregating and
causing problems for staff and punters
alike.

INCIDENTS & ISSUES IN YOUR LOCAL AREA.
Below is a brief selection of some of the incidents that have occurred across the area, ward
by ward.
**PLEASE NOTE THAT THE FOLLOWING ARE BASED ON THE WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
WARDS, AND NOT THE WARWICK DISTRICT COUNCIL WARDS**

WARWICK NORTH WARD:

e 1 confirmed residential burglary in February. A property on Hill Street was broken into
on the evening of 12th, and the key to a Silver Renault Clio was taken, along with the
car. 1 attempted burglary on the 21 on Handley Grove. No entry was gained, and
nothing was stolen.

e 6 incidents of ASB this month. A road rage incident on the school run, youths climbing
onto the garages on Hill Street and causing problems, a couple running up Greville
Road screaming and shouting, and the rest were Neighbour disputes

e 4 reports of Thefts from Motor Vehicles (TFMV) this month. A briefcase was removed
from a car on Dickins Road around 20" October, whilst the others relate to vehicles
parked in a business car park on Haywood Road.

WARWICK WEST WARD:

e 1 residential/domestic burglary reported last month. A property on The Saltisford was
burgled sometime between the 3™ and 9" February whilst the owner was away. A
guantity of cash was taken.

e Newburgh Primary School were broken into overnight of the 25" into 26™ with a
number of iPads taken. Incident 55 of 25" February 2020.
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27 Anti-Social Behaviour incidents in February. Mander Grove and Robins Way, on
Chase Meadow, as well as areas of the Forbes Estate bore the brunt for a lot of the
incidents of egg and stone throwing. A few neighbour disputes as well this month.

5 incidents of Theft from Motor Vehicle. Two of these were on St Laurence Avenue
between the 6" and 7™" of February. A Range Rover parked at a local hotel chain had
its spare wheel removed, also between the 6™ and 7. The other two vehicles were
parked up on Vine Lane and John Cade Way.

WARWICK SOUTH WARD:

16 reports of ASB. Similar to previous months, McDonalds and the Ten Pin bowling
alley proving a popular haunt for youths to congregate. Unfortunately, they often
overstay their welcome, which results in a call to Police.

7 incidents of Theft from Motor Vehicles. The areas included Shires Retail Park, Coten
End, Othello Avenue, Juliet Drive, Leam Road, and Balthazar Close.

6 confirmed burglaries this month with roads off Myton Road being the most targeted
areas.

If you have any information about these, or any other incidents, then please get in to

touch as soon as possible on the contact numbers shown on Page 10.

15" February — Officers from OPU Operation
Patrol Unit) accompanied by local police
offers had a short pursuit after the silver
vehicle was spotted on cloned number plates.
The vehicle was stopped at Greys Mallory
Island after tactical contact.

The driver was arrested for multiple offences.

A local male was arrested in Leamington Spa after his vehicle was stopped for a
defective light. Officers then noticed a strong smell of Cannabis emanating from inside.
A quantity of Class B drugs were recovered. The drive provided a positive roadside
swab which showed him driving under the influence. To add insult to injury, the vehicle
was being driven with no MOT.

We are pleased to welcome Sergeant 1202 Ellie BRISTOW who has recently taken
over from Sgt Chris KITSON.

We also welcome PC 2048 Paige JOHNSON who has recently joined the team.
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APPEALS, NEWS & UPDATES




APPEAL FOR WITNESSES FOLLOWING SUSPECTED ARSON - WARWICK

Enquiries are ongoing into a suspected arson at a park in Warwick.

Police were called at around 8.10pm on Saturday 29th February to a fire at the Sea Scouts
building in St. Nicholas' Park.

There were no reported injuries.

A 12-year-old boy and 13-year-old boy, both from Warwick, have been voluntarily
interviewed under caution.

Officers believe this to be an isolated incident, and are continuing to appeal to anyone who
may have witnessed the offence or any suspicious behaviour in the area to please come
forward.

Anyone with information is asked to call Warwickshire Police on 101, quoting incident
number 437 of 29th February 2020. Information can also be given anonymously to the
independent charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or via their website.

INFORMATION AND ADVICE
IDENTITY THEFT

Identity theft happens when fraudsters access, or obtain
enough information about someone’s personal details, such as
their name, date of birth, current or previous addresses, to
commit identity fraud. This can take place whether the victim is
alive or deceased.

If you are a victim of identity theft, it can lead to fraud that can
have a huge and direct impact on your personal finances, and
could also make it very difficult for you to obtain loans, credit or
a mortgage until the matter is resolved.

Identity fraud can be described as the use of those stolen details in criminal activity to obtain
goods and services by deception.

Fraudsters can use your identity details to....

e Open bank accounts

e Obtain credit cards

e Take outloans

e Claim State Benefits

e Take out mobile phone contracts

e Obtain genuine documents such as drivers licence or passports

e Even take over all your existing financial affairs

The first you may know something is wrong is when you
receive bills or invoices for things you haven’t ordered, or
you receive letters from debt collectors for debts that aren’t
yours.




Fraudsters can obtain this information in many ways, even
by simply rummaging through peoples bin bags and
rubbish.

e Don’t throw anything away with your name, address or
financial details without shredding it first.

e |f you receive unsolicited emails, or phone calls from what
appear to be your bank or building society asking for
security details, NEVER EVER reveal anything to ‘W m

ANYONE. A bank or building society would NEVER
contact you asking for those kind of details.

e |If you are concerned about the source of a call, wait five minutes and call your bank
yourself, but always ensure there is a dialling tone, as often the offender(s) don'’t clear
the line. Alternatively call them from a different phone or number.

e Always check bank and credit card statements for unexpected purchases or
transactions.

e Don’t leave bank or credit card statements lying
around.

e If you are expecting a bank/credit card statement, or any correspondence from your
bank, and it doesn’t arrive, let them know ASAP.

e |If you move home, ask Royal Mail to redirect your mail for at least 12 months. Click
here for the costs and how to set it up.

e Itis always a good idea to check your credit file 3 or 4 months after moving home.

e There are various agencies who offer a Credit Report Checking Service to help alert
you to any changes to your credit rating, and to help spot any fraudulent activity. Here
are a few - www.transunion.co.uk Phone 0330 0247574 — www.equifax.co.uk Phone
0800 121 4752 — www.experian.co.uk Phone 0844 4818000. (Other companies are available,
and Warwickshire Police doesn’t not endorse any of them).

What should you do if you’ve been a victim of Identity Fraud?

e Act quickly — You must not ignore the problem. Even though you didn’t order those
goods, or open that bank account, any bad debt will under your name and address.

e Contact your bank, building society, or Credit Card Company as soon as possible. They
will then be responsible for investigating the issue and will report any criminal behaviour
to the police.

e You should always report lost or stolen documents such as passports, drivers licence,
cheque books etc. to the relevant organisations.

° If you aren’t sure of which organisation to call, contact Action Fraud for advice.
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/ 0300 123 2040.

e Contact Royal Mail Customer Services on 08457
740740 if you suspect your mail is being stolen or that a
redirection has been fraudulently set up on your
address. The Royal Mail has an investigation unit that
will be able to help.
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https://www.royalmail.com/personal/receiving-mail/redirection
http://www.transunion.co.uk/
http://www.equifax.co.uk/
http://www.experian.co.uk/
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/

Get a copy of your credit report. This will show you of any searches done by a lender,
what date the search took place, what name and address it was done against and also
what type of application. It will also show what credit accounts are set up in your name.
Look at your credit report very closely. If you

u
find entries from organisations you don’t ACtIon FraUd
normally deal with, contact them immediately.
Remember to keep a record of all your actions  National Fraud & Cyber Crime Reporting Centre
and correspondence, and the names of the
people you have spoken with. .lllll 0300 123 2040 .lllll
The Credit Reference agencies will contact lenders on your behalf where fraudulent

applications have been made or bogus credit accounts opened in order to restore your
credit history to its former state.

HOME SECURITY

Your house is your home, your castle, and a place you
should always feel happy, safe and secure. However,
if your front, rear and side doors are insecure, then so
is your home. It is also important to ensure that the
frame is strong and well fixed, not weak or rotten.

If doors are being replaced, the recommended
standard for enhanced door security is British
Standard PAS 24, which incorporates the door and
frame as a door set.
UPVC and aluminium front doors should have multi-locking
systems. If not, additional deadlocks can usually be fitted
retrospectively. It is important to lift the multi-locking handle
and lock it with a key, to prevent burglars reaching in
through the letterbox to open the door.

Wooden front doors should be solid timber, a minimum
44mm thick, supported by three 100mm hinges, a British
Standard 5 lever mortice lock fitted about a third of the way
up the door and an automatic deadlocking rim latch, about a
third of the way down.

The frame can be strengthened on the inside by fitting metal
strips ('London' and 'Birmingham' bars) to support the locks
and hinges. If the front door opens outwards, fit hinge bolts to
reinforce the external hinges.

Glass panels in the door can be reinforced with security film, fixed diamond mesh grilles or
replaced with laminated glass.

Door viewers allow householders to see who is at the door without having to open it first and
door chains provide a barrier against callers.

An internal letterbox shield will prevent intruders fishing through the letterbox to open the
door or for keys to the house or vehicles parked on the driveway.
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UPVC and aluminium rear doors should have multi-locking systems. If not, additional
internal surface mounted locking throw bolts should be fitted to the top and bottom of the
door to reduce the leverage points.
Consider all the entry points to the building.
Windows and patio doors
Most newer patio doors have multi-locking mechanisms, but extra surface mounted patio
locks and an anti-lift device to prevent them being lifted from their runners can be added to
older doors to provide additional security and reduce the leverage points.
Windows are a common point of entry. Burglars tend to either force them open, remove the
external beading or reach in through smaller fan light windows to open larger windows.
Ideally, windows should be internally beaded to prevent the glazed units being removed.
External beading is sufficient if the glazed units have been secured in place with either
security clips, security tape or sealant. Window handles should operate shoot bolts into the
frame to provide more than one locking point.

| If multi-locking handles aren't fitted, surface mounted, key
§ operated window locks will provide additional security and
¥ reduce the leverage points.
All ground floor windows and any windows that are easily
accessible above ground floor, should be made secure
and have key operated window locks, unless they are
being used as a fire escape.
Louvred windows are particularly vulnerable, as the
individual panes can be removed from the frame.
The panes should be secured in place with sealant or totally replaced with a fixed glass
panel.
Internal fixed or collapsible security grilles can be used to protect vulnerable windows.
If windows are being replaced, the recommended standard for enhanced window security is
British Standard PAS24.

Security lighting

Good lighting can be an excellent deterrent against burglary,
but the right lighting has to fit the right circumstances.

Security lights that operate by heat and movement sensors,
are often activated by small animals, so can increase the fear
of crime. They can be a useful addition to the front of a house,
so that the lights are activated when visitors approach the front
door or the householder is returning home at night.

The more appropriate option for the rear of a property is a low wattage security light that
activates by photoelectric cell, automatically switching on as it gets dark at night and
switching off as it gets light in the morning. They are commonly referred to as 'dusk until
dawn' security lights.




Intruder alarms

Alarms are the best deterrent against burglary

Some people think that an intruder alarm system
advertises that you have something worth stealing - this
is not the case.

Remember, burglars do not want to be seen or heard so
time and noise are their enemies.

The alarm industry is governed by inspectorate bodies
similar to the 'Gas Safe Register' who oversee the gas
industry.

By choosing a company affiliated to one of the recognised inspectorate bodies such as the
National Security Inspectorate (NSI) or Security Systems and Alarms Inspection Board
(SSAIB), it guarantees that they have met the high standards and business ethics required
to be members.

Generally, there are three different types of alarm system response:

1. A monitored system which provides a police response - if the alarm is activated it
signals to the alarm receiving centre who will contact the key-holders and the police. The
alarm company will charge an ongoing fee for this facility, on top of the initial installation.

2. Speech dialler - if the alarm is activated, the system dials out to a selection of pre-
programmed key-holder telephone numbers (not 999) to alert the recipient. The alarm
company will charge a one-off purchase price for the speech dialler, on top of the alarm
installation.

3. Audible only system - if the alarm is activated, it will sound, but relies on neighbours
and passers-by to respond

All alarm systems must stop sounding and re-arm
themselves after 20 minutes.

DIY systems are also available, but are not eligible for a
police response.

An alarm company will usually fit an active alarm bell box
at the front of the building (which has a sounder and a
flashing light) and a dummy bell box at the rear. Due to the
fact that most burglaries occur at the rear of the premises, These
it is good practice to have an active alarm bell box at the -

rear as well. This will ensure that if a burglar compromises premlses
the rear boundary security, they will clearly see that the are alarmed
premises is alarmed, no matter what time of day or night.

Friority )

WARWICK CENTRAL COMMUNITY PRIORITIES
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The top issues agreed at the Community Forum held on Thursday 24" October 2019 at
Saltisford Church, Warwick were.......

1.

2.

Town Centre Patrols. To carry out Hi-Viz patrols of the Town Centre, to offer
reassurance to visitor and retailers alike. This will also include plain clothed patrols to
hopefully ID pickpockets, and known shoplifters operating in the area.

Patrols of Parks and Open Spaces. Patrols of local parks and green spaces to
tackle ASB, the use of mini motorbikes, and ensure these places can be enjoyed by
the many, and not ruined by the few.

Anti-Social Behaviour Patrols of the Packmores Estate. Carry out patrols of the
area, paying special attention to play area and known hotspots, and deal with people
acting in an anti-social manner. We will also be intelligence gathering in terms of any
other illicit behaviour in the area.

Anti-Social Behaviour Patrols of the Forbes Estate & Chase Meadow. Carry out
patrols of the area, including Warwick Racecourse, paying special attention to play
area and known hotspots, and deal with people acting in an anti-social manner. We
will also be intelligence gathering in terms of any other illicit behaviour in the area.

The next Warwick Town Community Forum is This Thursday 5" March 2020 at St

Nicholas Park Leisure Centre at 1830hrs.
More details can be found by clicking the link below.

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/warwickforum

MEETINGS & UPCOMING EVENTS

WARWICK FARMERS MARKET. Every Saturday, 0900 - 1600hrs. Market Place, Warwick,
CV34 4BJ. Further Information (External Link)

WARWICK FOOD FESTIVAL. Sunday 24™ May 2020, 1000 — 1800hrs, Market Place,
Warwick, CV34 4BJ.

WARWICK THAI FOOD FESTIVAL. VICTORIAN EVENING. Saturday & Sunday 30" & 315t May
2020. 1000 — 1800hrs at Warwick Racecourse. Follow the link for more details -
www.magicofthailand.co.uk

PuB IN THE PARK. St Nicholas Park 5" — 7" June 2020.Click on the link for further
details - www.pubintheparkuk.com

Two CASTLES RUN. Sunday 14" June - Warwick to Kenilworth Castle.
www.twocastlesrun.org.uk



https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/warwickforum
https://www.warwickdistrictmarkets.co.uk/
http://www.enjoywarwick.co.uk/events-and-whats-on/warwick-thai-festival/visit.html
http://www.enjoywarwick.co.uk/events-and-whats-on/pub-in-the-park/visit.html
http://www.enjoywarwick.co.uk/events-and-whats-on/two-castles-run/visit.html

WARWICK CENTRAL SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM
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Ways to get in contact your Team

D} wrc.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk

u @Warwickcops H @Warwickcops

@ https://lwww.warwickshire.police.uk

TO REPORT CRIME PLEASE & 101 — Or in an Emergency & 999

& 01926 684361 — To contact the team directly
(Please note, the SNT are unable to take crime details for reporting Crime)
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https://www.warwickshire.police.uk/article/1892/Warwick-Central

